
 

 

August 2013   Elul 5773 

To all the Residents of Ramot: 
 

Building in Mitzpeh Neftoach – Don’t Say “I Didn’t Know” 
 

If you do not act now, a large densely-populated neighbourhood will be built in Mitzpeh 

Neftoach, in the open space adjacent to Derech Hachoresh - right by your house, obstructing 

your view,.and reducing its value.  The building plan for 2200 living units includes 17-18 storey 

skyscrapers in the area near Gan Hakipod and  miles of main roads criss-crossing the area 

between Ramot and the Mitzpeh Neftoach hilltop, and will totally cut off  Ramot from the 

forest and open area. 
 

Soon the plan will be discussed in the local and regional planning committees. The 

municipality of Jerusalem, the Housing Ministry, the Israel Lands Authority, the regional 

planning committee, the Planning Department of the Interior Ministry are doing 

everything in their power to promote the plan. 
 

In order to prevent the the plan from being deposited  every resident needs to: 

 Write to the candidates for mayor urging them to oppose the building plan (addresses on our website)  

 Go to public meetings with the candidates for mayor and for the Jerusalem Council 

 Exploit connections with decision-makers – MKs, ministers, senior officials 

 Help with exposure in the media 

 Speak with friends and neighbours and explain the importance of the matter 

 Use the area for recreation and invite others to enjoy nature on your doorstep 

 

In 2003 we opposed changing the status of the area from “protected forest” to "urban development". In 2008 we 

won a High Court appeal that succeeded in freezing development plans. In 2010 the Planning Department 

attempted to correct the defects which led to the court’s decision, in order to authorise the change in status again. 

We managed to cancel this decision.  

However the planning authorities, as well as the bodies that stand to make enormous 

profits from the change in status, do not give in easily and try over and over  again to get 

the plan passed.  
 

In the last few days the Ramot Community Administration and Ramot for the Environment have 

again petitioned the High Court, this time against the inclusion of Mitzpeh Neftoach as an area 

for development in the new regional master plan for Jerusalem. 
 

The struggle costs  a lot of money! The High Court appeal alone costs 25,000-50,000 NIS. 

Please join the Ramot for the Environment NGO for 100 NIS per person per year (for each 

member of the family). You will receive email updates and be able to help the struggle.  

Send checks to Ramot lemaan hasviva, Even Shmuel 37/4, Ramot 97234. Enclose your 

email. If you don’t already get updates from us  

Any additional donation will be welcome - without funds we cannot proceed. 
For more information see our site www.ramotenv.com or contact Hilary Herzberger at 02-586-5376 hilherz@inter.net.il , Chaviva 

Shefer at 02-586-7794 shefer7@zahav.net.il , Rachelle Adam at 02-586-6446 rachelleadam@gmail.com or Aharon Cassel at 02-

586-9002 ahcassel@gmail.com . 
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